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Isaiah 6 is one of the oet profo~ chap ,ers in he Bib

le . Isaiah was worshi?p1:l, in th t -Ie, l~ in i:.he pa{'"

ea.ntry or the ancient ritual. Tnere , in ;"116 midst of other 

wor shippers , ne suddenly felt alone ~eforl God; he was sur

rounded b;1 the majesty of the holy jod . This meeting in the 

~~ple shook the very foundations 0 Isaiah ls life . 

Thru the centurt.es , Christian worship has followed a similar 

~otif of God ' s cal l and man ' s response . As Christians , we 

feel our worship is more comple e than Isaiah ' s for we have 

seen God in Christ . Still, Isaiah's experience has deeply in

flue~ed Christian worship . We will note some of the wa~s . 

1 . God reveals himself as ~ holy iod . Isaiah c&~ to the 

temple to worship a known ~od , :lot an unknown one••. q vad who 

had a. covenant with his people and who was actively en~aged 

in their collective strul?les . Isaiah ca~e to worsh.n be

cause he felt that that God had a claim pon hi! life . He came 

in respons to God ' s invitation . 

~n the t~ple experience Isaiah is awe- struck by God ' s 

holiness : In the year that King Uxziah died I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a thron~ , high and lifted up; and his train 
fill~d the temple . Abov~ him stood the seraphim; each 
had six wings; witn two he coYered his face , and with two 
he covered his feet , and with two he flew . And one called 
to another and said !~oly , Holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory" . And thp foundations 
of the thrasholds shook at the voice of him who called , 
and the house wa9 filled with ~ok~" (6 :1-u) 

T~is passage emphasises the holiness of God - the God 

http:centurt.es


who is different from man so that man cannot fully un~stand 
G 

hin, for see his action, or control h~. The Lord is king, he 

is sitting on a throne . He has attendants , but no earthly 

king ever had such attendants . In Hebrew thought the sera

phim were supernatural beings , high above man . Yet they were 

mere servants of God , cov~ring their unworthy eyes so as not 

to look at Godls glory. 

Now we do not describe our experience with God in such 

highly poetic fashion , and few have the ecstatic insight of 

Isaiah . But haven ' t we all had some kind of experience which 

has brought us closer to the heart of the ternal . P rhaps it 

ha~ been in this church , or some great cathredral, or some

where else . It is O!lr hope that a bit of that awe may be 

experienced in each of our worship services . Per haps we need 

to often seek to get in contact with some of our awesome ex

periences . Perhaps we ought, in our service , do more totry 

to help you have a sense of the holiness of God . 

2. Isaiah ' s immediate response to this experience of the 

holiness of God was to recognize his own unworthiness : 

Woe is me . For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips ; for my eyes have seen the King , the Lord of 
Hosts (6 .50 

In-sert illustration from "Lol·an r s Runll ? 

Most of us are aware thRt we have to deal with several 

II selves l l • We are not always the sane . There is a part of us 

that seeks good , and ther~ is a part which seems to desire 



Ill. from "Loilan I s Run" 

In an episode from "Logan's R;m", a futuristic 

society is pictured . In orde to live in the soci t;I , people 

had to un ergo "?rocessin-" . They w'Juld stand oJeneath a ray 

of licht, am they would be s;ll1t into two pers"ns . One of 

the persons was the good part, the othAr Nas the bad part . 

~he utopian ociety was then maintained by exiling the bad 

people outside a force field . They were known as outcasts , 

While those who stayed inside the city were known as he 

"processed". The episode climaxed when the outcasts r.a1ned 

entrance to the city and convinced the leader of the processed 

to reintegrate the bad selves into the personality . 
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evil . And I suppose it is impossible to do away with Cll(~ 

+he evil cravings we have in our personalities . Sometimes , 

by in~erence at least , we seem to think that al. the good 

~ple (the processed) are in the cburch, while all the bad 

people are outside . But we know that this is not true . Down 

deep we recognize that all of us are ~nworthy of the holy 

God , that we need to confes~ our Bi~ . 

When we acknowledge the holiness of God , we are aware of 

the distance between us and God : God is God - pure , holy, 

complete. Man s roan - anholv, impure , incomplete . ~e will 

understand that we are reoellious and disobedient , not worthy 

to sland in vee 1s nresence . And the words will come as a 

groaning in our soule : " I am. a man of unclean lipS , l1 But 

confessing our pers~nal £105 is not enough , we need to recog

nhe our corporate sinfulness : 111 dwell in the midst of a 

people with uncl~an lipe . 

It is the reco~nition of our unworthiness which is the gate 

to true warship . unless we become sharply aware of our sinful· 

ness , we are not worship~ing the holy jod , but a god of our 

own makin~ , a god with whom we can be cozy and c~ortable . 

This awareness may com in a number of ways . In ~ur service 

we have a tim for oral and cor30rate confession. ~owever , 

tne awareness or our s oilIness may com· thru the scripture , 

the hymn~ J the antheMs . dowever it comes , it is essential 

to real worship, a ne 8S ary pa~ of true woreh1 we are 



sinners who ~eed God1s grace . Jod can do something with us 

wnen we recognize our need for forgiveness . Jut he cann~t ~ 
help us when we tand in his presence believin~ that we have 

clean hands and heart . rhe gospel of Jesus Christ , the gospel 

or repentance and forgiveness , means nothing to those who 

arrogantly refuse to acknowledge their sinfulness before the 

Holy God . 

After Isaiah confessed his 8i~ to God , the prophet described 

~ dramatic occurrance : 

Then flew one or the sera?hLm to me , having in his 
hand a burnin~ coal which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar . And he touched m mouth , and said : 
tl3ehold , this hilS +,oo.lched your lips ; ','our oruilt is 
t<'lken away, and your s1 n is forg! ventI • f-, : I 

) . The Christian community a~ worship also finds ~Od ' S 

forgiveness . ~he assurance 0 forgi7eness shou~ no~ surprise 

us . Forgiveness by God is not a mechanical response to our 

confession . The nature of iad is a forgiving love , which 

seeks out the ;:>rodlgal in t,h far country . As people of fat th 

we believe that lad has accepted us as his children even be 

fore we acknowledge our guilt . ~orship enables us to De re 

~inded - for we sadly forget - of Cae ' s forgiveness . 

L. ;saiah was aw~d in the presence of the holy Ood . He 

acknowledged his guilt , and received the asS"urance of Ood l s 

f::rrgiveness . Nhat next? Isaiah wrote : 

And I heard the voice of the Lord say"tng, II tlhom 

shall I send , and who w"ll go for us?". (6 :9) 




God ' s question seemed to addressed to him personally . 

Isaiah felt a claim lai upon his life . 

Such is our experience ~f Christian worship . We receive 

the gift. of a restored relat.ionship to God . God clai.ms us 

for himself . 

aut what is God going to do witt us . Does he want us to 

spend our days 1n mystical contempl tion of him? Well, as 

with Isaiah h has something he wants us to do . 

For you see, worship is not a retreat from life , it is 

confrontinv life in a new way . It is here that we ou~ht to 

become more aware of the needs of the world which cry to be 

met . Here God climas and calls us : IIl.fuom shall I send , and 

who wi 11 go for us?'t 

5. Isaiah de!cribed the climax of his temple experience 

in a singl ehort sentence : Then i said , 'tHere am 1. Send 

mel' . {6 : ) . What a magnificen':. response . There was no 

he~itation , no counting the cost, no debate , no hagglinf, no 

jesl!, only a simple dedication and commitment of life . Ieata 

didn ' ~ know the job description . He hadn ' t even aSK9d ab,ut 

retirem~nt benefits . Still , he was willing to place his fu

tUre 1n the hands of the holy God . 

-Offering is the cli.ax of wors.,ip . I don ' t mean only the 

offering of mon~Y J thou~h tnat may be the visible symbol of 

the comrni tment 0 li '~e . I m~an the offering of wha. t our mon



"-
repre~~nt~ - ourBelve~ , ~ur interests , our common Jur 

hopes , our pa!ts , our presents , our futures . The from 

the communion litur~ puts it like this : "And here we offer 

and present unto thee , 0 Lord , ourselves , our souls and bodies 

" 
Life is all about setting priorities . And worship in 

spirit and truth teaches us that there is no great~r priority 

than ad . God alon~ deserves the gift of our total ~elves . 

We all raise the question: "Nho or what is ad?" And 

that is a difficult question to answer . We will nev r answer 

it intellectually . Rather we discover the a~wer to the 

question when we: are'" wi lling to be sent by ~od . It is 1n 

obedience th- t we find W'lO God is . 

I )eli~ve th~t God is here today. As he encounters 

lesian centuries ago, we com~s to us . He raises the same 

quest'on with us . "NhoJ'l'l shall I send , and fttlo w.. 11 go for 

us;" If we can re~?Ond with "nere am I , Send me" our whole 

lives will be changed . 


